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Until now, the trial has been nothing more than a confirmation of our deepest mistrust. For over two years we have
consistently denounced the cover-up and the intentional attempt to win time. As expected, every single police officer



or related state employee who has been called as a witness has shown remarkable coincidences between each
other: all of them have a perfect memory—except that which involves the death of Oury Jalloh. There is, however,
one exception: all seem to remember clearly that Andreas Schubert, accused of-negligence for not having reacted in
time, was swift in his response of running down into the basement, where Oury Jalloh had been chained down—and
burnt to death—to a fireproof mattress.

The issue of racism, however, has remained just as absent from the trial as has any word of truth spoken on the part
of the police. On only two occasions was racism made ansissue: Once, as an African man was forced out of the
courtroom for shouting ,\What have we ever done to you to deserve this,“ as the racist protocol between Andreas
Schubert and the doctor who ordered Oury Jalloh to be chained, Dr. Blédau, was read aloud, and, secondly, as an
African man was ordered by the judge to sit as the accused and apologize for his behavior or be accused of allegedly
having offended a Nazi-party member.

Additionally, at the middle of May-a scandal appeared (and disappeared just as quickly) in the national media: Hans-
Christoph Glombitza, acting vice-director of the police in Dessau, was recorded in a conversation with members of
the German state security-office in which he said; referring to crimes committed by right-wing extremists, that, “one
doesn't have to see everything.”

Adding that the federal government programs to combat Nazi crimes and thought were, “really just for the art
galleries anyway,” he pointed out that there are ways “to write reports slowly.” Citing a lack of evidence of a crime
having been committed, the leading state prosecutor in-Dessau, Volker Bittermann, has already refused to open
investigations.

For their part, the police have seen the trial as an opportunity to intimidate and persecute members of the Initiative in
Memory of Oury Jalloh. At least.one hundred police—including dogs—have been set to suround and occupy the
court inside and out.

Activists have not only been subject to massive security controls and the photocopying of their identity papers, but
also direct persecution, as described above. Additionally, civil-clothed police have tried to control and intimidate
members of the Initiative in Memory of Oury Jalloh.

Why we must fight—not just protest or question

“My tongue shall serve those miseries which
have no tongue, my voice the liberty of those
who found themselves in the dungeons of despair.”
Aimé Césaire
We have neither deceased in etir struggle for truth and justice nor in the conviction that only we
will decide which words we will use. The fight for truth.and justice in.the case of Oury Jalloh—like
that of Dominique Koumadio, shot to death by the police in Dortmund on April 14, 2006—is a
question of survival. The arrogance and lack of human understanding—especially toward non-
whites—within the police is exactly that which permits Oury Jalloh'to die in"such a vile manner.
Moreover, the fact that it-is'so systematic and historic'is one of the many reasons why we have and
will continue to speak of murder.

This goes far beyond a question of simple protest or questioning official versions of Oury's, Laye's
or Dominique's deaths. On the contrary, it is as much a question of self-determination as it is the
rage against.so much perpetual brutality.

We cannet-and will not let ourselves to continue functioning within this murderous normality,
accomplices of our own death and persecution. By refusing to speak out and by silencing our own
beliefs, we are only contributing further to the duration of our common suffering.

We refuse. We refuse to obey. We refuse to continue being a part of our own oppression. We refuse
to remain silent, much less be silenced. That time is over.

MOBILIZE AND COME TO DESSAU ON THE 23RD OF JUNE!
ORGANIZE GROUPS IN YOUR CITIES TO ACCOMPANY THE COURT
PROCEEDINGS ON SPECIFIC DAYS!

RISE UP AND BREAK THE SILENCE!

For more information contact +49-1708788124 or the voice goettingen@gmx.de
www.thecaravan.org www.plataforma-berlin.de www.thevoiceforum.org
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