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Press map 

Başak Şahin Duman 
 

 
 
Miss Basak Sahin Duman, resident in Germany, is being threatened with deportation to 

Turkey. There, a long term prison sentence is expecting her because of her political 
work as an oppositional. The reason for the arrest of Miss Basak Sahin Duman is the 

constructed accusation of terrorism made by the Turkish State as a means of 
criminalisation and for the suffocation of the political opposition.  
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Immediate Release of Miss Basak Sahin Duman 
 

On 29th of May 2012 Miss Basak Sahin Duman was taken to custody by the Croatian Police 
after her arrival to Zagreb. Miss Sahin Duman is a Turkish Citizen and lives with her German 
husband in Germany since 2006. The Croatian Government has arrested Miss Sahin Duman 
because of an international arrest warrant and wants to deport her to Turkey. The request to 
Interpol was applied by the Turkish Government. The arrest warrant is based on a judgment in 
2010. The judgment accuses Miss Basak Sahin Duman of a membership in a terrorist 
organisation and propaganda on behalf of such one.  
 
Before Miss Sahin Duman’s arrival to Germany, she was living in Turkey. She was the 
chairwoman of the SGDF (Federation of Socialist Youth Associations) and politically active in 
the Socialist Platform of the Oppressed. The Socialist Platform of the Oppressed (Ezilenlerin 
Sosyalist Platformu - ESP) was formed within the process of the general elections on 3rd of 
November 2002. It leads a political struggle with the aim of the illumination of all oppressed 
layers of the society, primarily the working class. It defends the rights of working men and 
women, is engaged for the equality and freedom of Kurdish people and organises protest 
actions against imperialist wars and attacks in the Middle East. It fights on the side of 
democratic movements which defends the freedom of press and expression every day. It 
engages itself against the isolation of the political prisoners and fights for the release of 
imprisoned members of the opposition.  
 
Miss Sahin Duman had been already arrested on the 7th of December 2004 with many others 
during a public protest action against the new anti-terror laws and against the intensification 
of imprisonment conditions and was imprisoned for three months. Just short after her 
imprisonment, Miss Sahin Duman was threatened and confronted with violence. She was 
beaten on the way to prison and thereafter also in prison itself. The new Anti-terror laws, 
against which she fought, have the aim to criminalise and silence every political opposition.  
Just afterwards, a lawsuit was opened against the imprisoned people, ESP-Members, 
Journalists, artists and trade-union activists. In the lawsuit, dozens of people, that had been 
arrested in December 2004,  were sentenced on the basis of  alleged membership and 
propaganda for a terrorist organisation. The verdict was spoken only at the end of the process 
in 2010. The court sentenced Miss Sahin Duman to 6 years and three months of imprisonment 
on the basis of membership in a terrorist organisation. Additionally, she was sentenced to one 
year and three months on the basis of propaganda for a terrorist organisation. The last 
mentioned is already in lapse. In the verdict, the terrorism accusation was constructed in order 
to oppress and to halt the legitimate political oppositional work performed by the ESP, the 
Socialist Platform of the Oppressed against the Turkish State. The court attempted in its 
accusation to connect the ESP, the Socialist Platform of the Oppressed with an organisation 
which is banned in Turkey and thus to denigrate all active members within this as terrorists. 
The ESP is a legal organisation which has meanwhile built itself as a party and also participates 
in general elections and operates until today publicly in numerous cities of Turkey and 
Northern Kurdistan.  
 
Miss Sahin Duman and all others confronted the accusation of terrorism in 2010. Currently 
there are over 10.000 people in the Turkish prisons. Among them, there are over 1000 children 
and young people, democratically elected Kurdish mayors and MPs, journalists, advocates, 
writers and oppositional intellectuals as well as numerous human rights activists and women 
activists. According to the statements issued by the international human rights organisations 
such as Amnesty International, Human Rights Watch and even the Council of the European 



 3 

Union itself, Turkey is one of the most repressive regimes with thousands of political prisoners. 
They report that the prisoners are tortured and maltreated. The attacks of the Turkish State 
under the pretext of terrorism serve only to the intimidation and containment of a legitimate 
opposition for civil rights, general human rights and for an end of the war against the Kurdish 
people.  
 
Miss Sahin Duman and all the other persons sentenced in 2010 filed an appeal at the European 
Court of Human Rights in November 2011 under the file number 71667/11. 
 
We demand from the Croatian Government to immediately release Miss Basak Sahin Duman. 
She cannot be extradited to the country, in which the basic democratic rights are levered, and 
the opposition as well as democratic grass-roots movements are deliberately pursued and 
oppressed.  
 
Furthermore we demand from the German Government, especially from the Foreign Office to 
set every lever immediately in motion for the release of Miss Sahin Duman and so that she can 
return to Germany to her family and friends. 
 
We call on everyone to be engaged in the process to achieve the release of Miss Sahin Duman. 
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Backgrounds: 
 

Miss Başak Şahin Duman fought for democratic universities in Turkey 

On 4th of October 2002 during a speech by the university rector Prof. Dr. Alemdaroglu, she got up and 

demanded “free and democratic universities” in Turkey and the abolition of the “Higher Education 

Board” established following the military coup. Thereupon, she was dragged out from the hall and in 

front of the eyes of the press with raw violence to the police station.  

 

Other Professors expressed themselves towards the press about the incident as follows: 
Prof. Aslan Gündüz: “Within a democratic system it is not acceptable, that people who didn’t commit a criminal 

offense, are taken into custody. She can be eventually sent out. As I spoke in front of the European Court of Human 

Rights, the people, who held signs directed against me, were only accompanied to outside. 

 

Prof. Dr. İbrahim Kaboğlu: If there are no offenses or call to violence, then a person cannot be sent outside. If there is 

no other act present except the demand of education and right to education in the mother tongue, then a student cannot be 

taken into custody. She can go to the court against this“. 

 

 
Milliyet, 04.10.2002, Page 16 
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“I chose this way, I cannot remain silent!” 
 

One Day after the incident in university, the daily newspaper Milliyet made an interview with the 

student activist Başak Şahin Duman. She stated to the journalist that she doesn’t want to remain 

silence towards the injustice in the university and she is determined to go forward for her rights. 

 

 

 

 
Milliyet, 05.10.2002, Page 17 
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Başak Şahin Duman has started legal proceedings 

against the Police and the University Rector 

Alemdaroğlu. 
 

On 08th of October 2002, Başak Şahin Duman reported her complaint against the police officers, 

who had taken her into custody with raw violence, and against the university rector Alemdaroglu. 

She stated that the bourgeois parties destroy the future of the youth and that she wants to defend 

herself against it. The action was supported by the parliamentary election candidate of the time, Ayse 

Yumli Yeter of the ESP (Socialist Platform of the Oppressed).  

 

 

She was not allowed to continue to study, just because 

she demanded “democratic universities”. 
In a further interview to the daily newspaper Milliyet, the student activist Başak Şahin Duman stated 

that she had already taken 15 times into custody because of her determined struggle for democratic 

universities. She also explained that she has been also accused in a lawsuit because of the incident 

from 04.10.2002, whereby a prison sentence of 3 years in total is demanded against her, because of 

her alleged disturbance of public order. She was additionally suspended from the university for a 

month. Because of the overlap of the suspension with the exam period, she couldn’t continue her 

study of medicine.  

 

 
Milliyet, 26.10.2002, page 15 
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The demonstration on 7 December 2004 against the new 

anti-terror laws and its consequences:  
 

On the 7th of December 2004, trade-union 

activists, artists, members of ESP and 

students demonstrated against the new anti-

terror laws in Turkey. The police prevented 

the demonstration with violence and 

attacked the protestors. During the day, 46 

people had been arrested. 

Among the arrested was also Başak Şahin 

Duman. During her custody, she was 

constantly beaten by the Turkish police. 

 

In order to criminalise the demonstration, 

the ESP was announced as the legal branch 

of the MLKP, which is banned in Turkey. 

So, all statements and press announcements 

of ESP began to be seen as the actions of 

MLKP. All Flags of ESP have been equated to the MLKP-Flags. All participants of the 

demonstration were detained because of this accusation until the first court hearing on 10th of March 

2005. On 10.03.2005, there were at present approximately 200 lawyers and advocates, human rights 

associations, representatives of chamber of lawyers, organisations, institutions and observers from 

Europe. The ESP is until today a legal organisation in Turkey.  

 

What is the ESP? 

The ESP was formed within the process of the general elections on 3rd of November 2002. The ESP 

participates since 10 years in elections through independent candidates and is meanwhile an 

authorized legal party. It was formed by the people with socialist thoughts, who also participate in 

the class issues through the elections. Its main slogan is “to make politics for the masses and together 

with the masses”. The ESP has set itself for the goal, to enlighten all oppressed layers of the society, 

especially the working class and to gain them for socialism. The ESP stands for the equality and 

freedom of the Kurdish Nation. It enlightens the public about the isolation cells in Turkey. It stands 

against the imperialist wars and occupations.  

 

Through its oppositional work, the ESP is constantly under the surveillance of the Turkish State. 

Until today hundreds of its members have been attacked, arrested, tortured and put into prison. In 

many cases, members of ESP were abducted by the police and through torture it was attempted to 

bring them away from their political work. Despite dozens of attempts to ban the ESP, it has 

defended itself successfully against all attacks. The answer of ESP was each time: “We let us neither 

take down, nor to remain silent!” Despite the on-going attacks, the ESP continues its struggle on the 

streets and city squares. With the help of the solidarity movement in the country and on international 

level, ESP could stop these attacks until today.  
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224 years of imprisonment for 46 people in total 
 
After 5 years and 6 

months, the verdict was 

spoken. 46 people have 

been sentenced to 224 

years of imprisonment in 

total, because they had 

participated in the 

demonstration against the 

anti-terror laws on 7th of 

December 2004. The 

participation in a 

demonstration was 

enough for the court in 

order to sentence the 46 people as “members of a banned terrorist organisation”. The banners and 

flags of a legal party were rated arbitrarily as “propaganda for a banned organisation”. 

 

Contradiction at the European Court of Law 
  

At the European Court of Human Rights, a lawsuit against the verdict is going on since 25.10.2011. 

Because none of the pseudo-evidences presented by the Turkish Court at the verdict are reasoned and 

can be refuted without greater effort. The sentencing of 46 protestors to 224 years of imprisonment is 

based just and only on their behaviour during the demonstration. The court in Turkey spoke the 

verdict arbitrarily and without real evidences. Thus it is to assume that the European Court of Human 

Rights will dispute the verdict and thus sentence Turkey to a higher monetary fine as compensation.   

 

When injustice becomes the justice... 
 

The lawsuit against the 46 protestors shows very clearly, how the injustice is being announced in the 

state of torture, Turkey, as the justice. The 46 people are attacked, arrested and tortured because of 

their participation in a legally permitted demonstration. Subsequently, their legal protest is 

criminalised and banned through insane allegations and evidences. The verdict is based not on 

evidences; on the contrary it is based on the assumption that the participants of the demonstration 

behaved themselves just like members of a banned party. 46 members of a legal demonstration were 

thus announced as terrorists and sentenced to 224 years of imprisonment all together. The protestors 

were forced to leave their country and apply for political asylum in various European countries or to 

emigrate. Various people that were sentenced in this process have already sought asylum in countries 

such as Germany, France and the Switzerland. However, these people are not left in peace even 

abroad. The Turkey calls in Interpol and demands their extradition to Turkey, just like in the case of 

Miss Basak Sahin Duman. This must absolutely not happen under any circumstances. The Croatian 

State can by no means become an instrument of the torture and injustice state of Turkey through the 

extradition of Basak Sahin Duman. 

 

We demand the immediate release of Miss Başak Şahin Duman!  

 

 


